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25X1A6a Comment. Several Liberal Porty leaders in Colombia have been named as 
possible nresidential candidates in the Hay 1950 elections. There’ have been 
no indications, hoyover, that any one person has sufieient strenrth to win 

the support of the entire Party, and there Is a strong possibility that there 


will be another snlit sinilar to the one in the 1926 elections. ) 


1. Dr. Franeiseo Jose Chaux has admitted to friends that he believes his chances 
in the forthcoming electi:ns ara waning and that the majority of the Liberal 
Party will support Dario ichandia, the present Minister of Government. Dr. 
Carles Lleras Restrepo, ex—Chairnan of the lational Liberal Party Directorate, 

25X1A6a wis also mentioned ac a possible candidate. Comment. chan?ie has 

announced his determination to resipm from the Government and to retire 
nerminently from volities, tut there is no certainty thit he will do so. In 
Some circles Lleras Restrepo is believed to have lost influence ani support 
beeause of his recent sconomic proposals.) 


2. Ex-President Alfonse Lope? Pumarejo has aroused ecnaiderable interest by 
-announcing that he will return to active politics. Lopes lost a preat deal. 
of prestige after Gaitan accused him in Jamury 1948 of being responsible 
in a large neasura for the Liberal Party defeat in May 1946. As a result of 
this acdusation boxe of Lepes' partisans has been incluied in recent Liberal 
Party directorites. Jesus Antonio Guaman attempted unsuccessfully to secure 
for Lopez the support of Liberal congresemen after Lopez decided tc become active 
in nolitics spain. Guzman is renorted to have stated that Lopez dees not 
intend to run for the presi‘leney himself, but that he will try to secure aupnort 
for Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, the former Colombian fimbissador to the United 
otaites. 
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